MAKING AN IMPACT…Caiti’s Story
School community
rallies to support
struggling student
Pictured: As a senior at
Skyview High School, Caiti
wanted to “give back” as a
volunteer for Foundation for
VPS 2019 Luncheon

Teachers see challenges daily…students who come to school without basic
necessities, facing additional barriers to learning. With support from donors, the
Foundation for VPS can help change that scenario by directing resources so
students get what they need, when they need it. And in Caiti’s case, receiving
wrap-around support during her time of need made all the difference.
In September 2018, Caiti moved to Vancouver from Arizona, hoping for a
healthier home environment to finish her senior year of high school. She moved
in with her brother and his young family with little more than the clothes on her
back. As winter approached, her Skyview High School classmates noticed Caiti
did not have a warm coat and shared their concerns with their teachers who
connected her with the Family-Community Resource Center (FCRC) coordinator,
Brenda Starr. Brenda met with Caiti, providing her with food and clothing, and
arranging for dental care. “Things were tight financially for Caiti,” said Brenda. “She
was living with her brother and she was concerned about being a burden. Once
we started meeting regularly, I ended up helping her with other needs. When I
found out she wasn’t eating lunch because she didn’t have the money to pay for
it, I connected her with the Homeless Outreach Promoting Education (HOPE)
program which qualified her for free or reduced priced meals.” Brenda also gave
her Goodwill vouchers so she could purchase some warmer clothes. “Caiti was in
tears with gratitude. She couldn’t remember the last time she went shopping for
herself. Here she was, a high school teenager so humble and excited about a trip
to Goodwill.”
For Brenda and the district’s additional 19 FCRC coordinators, helping students
like Caiti is just part of the job. “You don’t actually know what anyone has been
through until you sit down and talk to them. Everyone has a story, and sometimes
I get to be a part of making their story better,” said Brenda. Caiti acknowledged
that these resources really made a big difference. “There were times that if I didn’t
go to school, I probably wouldn’t have eaten that day.” With this help Caiti was
thriving in her AP classes, working part-time, and looking forward to graduation.
Sadly, just three months into the school year, her brother suddenly died, his family
moved out of the area, and Caiti was left heart-broken and homeless. Overcome
with grief, she was ready to give up. “Nothing mattered to me anymore,” she said.
“I didn’t care if I graduated or not, I just couldn’t go on.”
She went into the school office ready to drop out and return to an uncertain
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ENGAGING STUDENTS…
Eisenhower unveils book
vending machine
There’s a new vending machine at
Eisenhower Elementary, but rather
than dispensing a sugary snack,
this machine is parent and librarian
approved. Funded by grants from the
Foundation for VPS and Eisenhower
PTA, “Bookworm,” is a book dispensing
vending machine that provides a fun,
unique way to reward students for
good behavior and encourages literacy
skills.
“The vending machine supports our
commitment to lifelong reading and
Positive Behavior Interventions and
Supports (PBIS),” said Principal Jennifer
Blechschmidt. Students will earn
“Eagle Coins” for books of their choice
by following the school’s “RESCUE”
standards: Respect, Effort, Safety,
Cooperation, begins with YOU and
everyone effects EVERYONE.
Continued, pg 2
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Donors Making a Difference:
Craig Stein Beverage

Craig Stein Beverage is matching
donations this month, up to $2,000!
Over the last 10 years, Craig Stein
Beverage (CSB) has invested over
$125,000 in the mission of the
Foundation for VPS, supporting many
areas affecting student success. Funds
were used for basic needs support,
including the Emergency Checkbook
Program (available for principals at all
36 VPS schools), Winco gift cards, gas
cards, and Goodwill vouchers providing
families with access to food, gas,
clothing, and household goods. Their
recent donations have also gone to
support mentoring programs like Lunch
Buddies, provide family engagement
and nutrition programs, and support
the Go Ready back to school readiness
festival. They have been a long-standing
sponsor of our Annual Luncheon and
employees collected over 350 lbs
of school supplies during last fall’s
Write from the Start School Supply
Drive. We are grateful to have CSB
as a “Community Champion” level
partner as we work to address barriers
to learning associated with poverty
and inspire success for all students.
To take advantage of CSB’s matching
gift, please make your donation at
FoundationforVPS.org.

Couve Clover Run
Sunday, March 22, 2020
Find out how you can join the fun
AND help VPS students:
https://foundationforvps.org/
couve-clover-run

Caiti’s Story cont...
future in Arizona. But Skyview, FCRC, and Foundation staff rallied together to help
Caiti get the resources she needed to stay in school. “They reminded me that my
life doesn’t have to be over too,” she recalled. Her Skyview counselor helped her
navigate a flexible schedule. Others stepped in to help her plan for life after high
school. “I don’t think I would have graduated high school without their support,”
said Caiti. “Life had just gotten too hard.”
Too many students face obstacles to learning due to poverty and circumstances
beyond their control. But Caiti’s story at Skyview has a hopeful ending. Thanks to
the help of Foundation resources and many caring individuals, Caiti graduated on
time. She received a scholarship and is now a freshman at Western Washington
University where she plans to double major in humanities and political science.
“I want to do something with my life that will make my brother proud. He was my
biggest supporter,” she said. “He really believed in me and wanted me to chase
my dreams. I want to make a difference in this world.”
										

Eisenhower cont...

“At Eisenhower, our focus is continually finding ways to engage students in
academic and social learning and growth,” said teacher Katie Bishop-Smith who
requested the Foundation grant along with librarian Melisa Woods. They had
searched for a more meaningful and ‘learning based’ reward for student behavior
and found a school on the east coast that had installed “Bookworm”. This unique
vending machine, available through Global Vending Group, is also known as
“Inchy” and can hold between 200 and 300 books, offering a wide array of
reading material for every type of reader.
Bishop-Smith and Woods believe the impact on student learning will be twofold.
The machine will provide motivation for demonstrating appropriate behavior,
leading to a positive school climate and improved access to learning. In addition,
creating excitement around book ownership will increase reading time and skills
by engaging with literature not only at school but at home and during school breaks.
When the idea of “Bookwork” was shared with students, several expressed their
excitement to earn books to keep so that they could read to their grandparents,
their siblings, and their pets. Some students shared that they do not own books
and are not able to access the public library, so the opportunity to have greater
and easier access to reading materials of their choice was positive and exciting to
them.

Your Legacy is Their Opportunity
By including the Foundation for VPS in your estate planning, you are investing in
the strength of our community for generations to come and could be providing
immediate or deferred tax benefits for you and your family.
There are several simple and meaningful ways to make a planned gift to the
Foundation for VPS including a bequest, gifts of life insurance or retirement
accounts, an IRA rollover, or gifts through an annuity or trust.
To discuss some of the options available, contact Nada Wheelock, Executive
Director, at nada.wheelock@vansd.org or (360) 313-4723.

Ways to engage:
Save the date: Annual Luncheon is March 19, 2020.
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